January 22, 2021
Goto A. (FMU)

Evaluation of Epidemiological Research Training
Online Course IX

The Epidemiology Research Training Course IX was carried out as a full online course
between 7th and 10th, January 2021. With the course theme “Communicating scientific
evidence with a holistic view of lives”, lectures on multivariable analysis, systematic analysis,
health literacy, and anthropology were delivered. Interactive communication between
instructors and participants was facilitated through a chat function and a daily feedback form.
We celebrated the 10th Anniversary as the JICA Partnership Project.

There were 75 registrants, 30 among them participated 3 days or more, and 27 completed
the final examination. The majority was junior physicians. Twenty-six participants responded
to the end-course evaluation survey. Results are explained below.

1. Past self-achievements

Ninety-two had used scientific data to improve clinical practice, and the same proportion had
applied comprehensive care in their practice (including both “yes” and “perhaps”). However,
only 35% had published or presented their work.

2. Course evaluation survey in HCMC

Duration of working in medicine was 5 years or less for 73%. Sixty-five percent of participants
were first time attendants. Most agreed that the course was useful (“Good” and “Very good”
96%), and all showed an interest in attending a future course (including “Yes” 96% and
“Maybe” 4%).

N (%) (Total N=26)

1 2 3 4 5

Usefulness of the Very - - 2 (4) 13 (50) 12 (46) Very
course poor good
Overall level Very - - 16 (62) 9 (35) 1(4) Very

easy difficult
Selection of topics Very - - 4 (15) 13 (50) 9 (35) Very

poor good
Usefulness of Very - - 4 (15) 17 (65) 5(19) Very
exercises poor good
Usefulness of Very - - - 14 (54) 12 (46) Very
materials poor good
Course duration Too - 3(12) 23 (88) - - Too

short long




3. Self-evaluation of achievements

Over 75% answered that their understanding of two target topics and confidence in
understanding scientific evidence increased. However, only half agreed that their confidence
in conducting research increased since the study designing was only briefly reviewed in this

course.
N (%) (Total N=26)

Understanding Strongly 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly

increased disagree agree

Anthropology - 1(4) 5 (19) 8(31) 12 (46)

Health literacy - - 4 (15) 13 (50) 9 (34)

Confidence Strongly 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly

increased disagree agree

Understanding scientific - - 6 (23) 14 (54) 6 (23)

evidence

Conducting research - - 13 (50) 9(35) 4 (15)

4. Free written opinions for future courses

Teaching methods

Try to represent all topics in English so that all members from other countries can
understand.

I hope to get the handout before each lesson for more discussion.

Schedule time from 9am to 11am is better. Recording of talks, if possible, should be done
and posted on web so participants are able to listen again sometime in the future.

Thank you very much, | got a lot of information from this course. | hope that in the future
this course will still use zoom media so that international students can take this course,
and | hope that one of the topics of this course is qualitative studies.

Giving a few homework

Thank you for your effort in organizing the course online despite difficulties we have
been facing during this pandemic. In terms of suggestions for future courses, | would love
to have more exercises or small group discussion to practice health literacy skills.

| wish to have the specific examples of the knowledge in the course, like we can analysis
the real studies to clarify what we had learned.

Each research test should be split smaller, and more examples

It is very helpful to have such online training, | would learn more if we have some
research abstracts for discussion in a specific topic, in the future even from among the
participants who will be pre evaluated. Thank you.

With difficult topics like multivariable analysis, the course went too fast, so | think it
should slow down at some times.

I thought | needed to spend more time on preparation and review.




Suggested topics

B How to publish my research article on the international journal.

B |n future course, | would like to practice more in qualitative research by learning a lot of
example from the published article (reading and analysis). Besides, please help us go

thoroughly in detail about using common tests in statistic and applying in some popular
program (stata, spss,...)

Complements

B /just want to give a huge thanks to all presenters.

B The presentation of Prof. Koriyama and Mr. Koyama impressed me a lot. | hope to attend
your course again soon.

B Such a happy things that there will be a book published so that people can have a good
foundation in epidemiology and biostatistics.

5. 10" anniversary for future expansion

On the last day, we celebrated the 10™" anniversary of our training course as the JICA
Partnership Project. The anniversary speech by Mr. Yoshinori Mori of the JICA Hanoi office
was followed by speeches by organizers, instructors, and a representative participant. We
promised to upgrade and continue our training by focusing on the leadership training.
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Comments for JICA course from Kagoshima University Participants

1. Salim Anwar Ahmed
Hello,
The JICA online course was a good approach to meet with instructors, seniors, and
colleagues in these unprecedented times.
The presentations and topics were outstanding, relevant, and mind-opening. |
benefitted from the topics, conversations, discussions, and all the material shared with
us for reference and self-study. The moderation of the course was perfect, very
interactive, and gave us a chance to share our ideas.
| would suggest more online courses with the participation of more students (selected
by instructors) by presenting some of their findings, how they performed their analysis,
and any challenges they faced and provide room for questions, discussion, and ideas
from other participants. Otherwise, it was perfect. | would like to express
my appreciation to all the supervisors and organizers for preparing such an event. It was
an honor to participate.
Thank you,
Anwar.

2. Anonymous
| learned a lot. However, | didn't understand Vietnamese, so | think it would be better to
have all presentations in English next time. Thank you very much.

3. Saekhol Bakri
The JICA is an excellent course. | took a lot of information and refreshed my knowledge.
The course topic is good. Time management is good (neither too long nor too short) and
on time. Even though some speakers gave material in Vietnamese, the PowerPoint
displayed was in English, and sometimes Prof. Aya Goto explained in the chat room to
minimize the information gap from the subject provided, he even added a lot of
information related to the material (Thank you very much, Prof. Aya Goto). However, |
think it would be much better if there was an evaluation question at the end of the day,
this question is to make sure that we can understand the subject (for example the
exercise made by Prof Koriyama).
| would like to express my appreciation to all of the speakers and committee for
preparing this event. It was such an honor to participate in this event. In the future, |
hope that | can participate again in another event and | would like to suggest some
subjects related to qualitative research.
Thank you very much in advance.

4. Fredy mardiantoro
This is indeed a very good course for me. This epidemiology research training course
gives me a basic knowledge of practical survey methods, especially in clinical practice.
Easy to follow, very organized, and engaging.



