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When I came here five years ago,
what I liked most was the bicycle.
Since I had not been able to ride a
bicycle because of  the radiation, I
really enjoyed it. The second thing I
enjoyed most was the sandbox.
Even in kindergarten, playing out-
side was prohibited, so being able to
play in the sand again was great fun.
This time, I enjoyed the ball pool
and the 30-meter running course the
most. (Yuki Sato) 

On Saturday, August 6th, we visited the PEP Kids Koriyama Center (Koriyama Cheerful Play Space). As 

it was the middle of  the summer holidays, there were many parents with their children there. 

The facility was built to provide a play
area for children who, at the time, were
not able to play outside because of  the
nuclear accident. The Center is
equipped with a sandbox and a variety
of  play equipment to allow the children
to play with abandon indoors. The fa-

When seeing the children play energetically outside 
the facility, we decided to name the paper Nekoja-
ra, taking inspiration from nekojarashi (green 
foxtail), which also refers to a cat feather toy and 
carries the connotation of playing. Upon learning 
the name of the paper, Midori Ito, the facility direc-
tor, brought us six green foxtails arranged in a vase. 

About PEP Kids Koriyama

According to a chart showing chang-
es in the number of  visitors, the
number of  people visiting the facility
was highest three months after its
opening. Because of  the possibility
of  radiation, there was little oppor-
tunity for children to play outside.
Both parents and children were
looking for someplace children could
play freely. Looking at the figures
from last year until now, it is clear

While touring the facility, we
met with Ritsuko Oogami, a 
clinical psychotherapist who
came from Kobe to offer her
assistance. Using the experience
she gained in the aftermath of
the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earth-
quake, she came to support
parents needing advice.  

 

The sound of children  
as background music 

I can play again at last! 

The facility director, Midori Ito,
is from Koriyama City. She has
been working in the childcare
profession for 40 years. She says
she felt pity for children not be-

ing able to play outside after the
earthquake disaster.  
“For children, playing is life
itself. I felt that, as an adult, I
had to do something. I was
overjoyed when I saw the sand-
box set up. For the future of
Fukushima, special care has to
be given to health, food and the
environment.” 
In the PEP kitchen area, we saw a
lot of  parents and children busy
preparing dishes. “There is no
music playing here. The sound of
laughter and children screaming is
the background music,” said Ito
in a tender voice. I could tell that
she really loves children. 

Beaming faces all 
around! 
The first time I came here, I was a
second-year elementary school stu-
dent. I played to my heart’s content.
On my visit this time to report on
the facility, what I noticed most was
the way the children were playing so
cheerfully.  
It has now become a place where
children can enjoy playing without
worrying about radiation exposure. I
hope the facility continues to be

used by lots of  children. 
 (Kotaro Omokawa)

 
The joy of playing 
I used to not like playing that much.
Thanks to PEP Kids Koriyama, I
learned to enjoy playing outside my
home. Visiting this time, I was sur-
prised at how many people there were
and how the sandbox was all muddy.
I suppose the reason there is no drop
in the number of  people coming here
is because it is nice to have a place to
play where it is cool in the summer
and warm in the winter. 

(Takamune Yoshida)

Midori Ito, the facility director 

Ito talking to us about the children. Aug. 7 was an extremely hot day, with the temperature reaching 36 degrees, and the children were busy 
playing inside the air-conditioned facility. 

No change in the number of visitors 

Changes in the number of visitors 
Listed below is the average number of visitors per day for each year. The 
facility was opened on December 23, 2011. The number of visitors for 
that year is calculated for the period between December 2011 and March 
2012. Even after five years, there has been no drop in the number of 
people visiting the facility. The numbers show that the facility has gained 
popularity among parents and children, not only because of the worry 
about radiation but also as an overall safe place where children can play.

2011 - 1231 
2012 -  944 
2013 -  880 
2014 -  897 
2015 -  936 

cility was established by the municipal
government of  Koriyama City and is
run by the non-profit organization PEP
Network of  Child Care in Koriyama.
The PEP Kids Koriyama Center is
aimed at children between six months
and 12 years old. 

that the number of  visitors has stabi-
lized. Obviously, Pep Kids Koriyama
is loved by many people. 

“ Five years after the earth-
quake, I’ve noticed that there is 
now little difference between 
problems faced by parents here 
and those in other parts of  the 
country. When I first came here, 
the most commonly sought ad-
vice was in regard to children 
not being able to play outside 
because of  the fear of  radiation. 
Nowadays, parents mostly seek 
advice about interaction with 
their children.” 

Yuki Sato 
(Asaka First Elementary 5th grade) 

Takamune Yoshida  
(Fukudai Fuzoku Elementary 6th grade) 

Kotaro Omokawa 
(Sukagawa Second Elementary 6th grade)

Yuya Akutsu  
(Horai Junior High 3rd grade) 

Riho Sato  
(Soma High 2nd grade)  

Outdoor play equipment 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


